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My Sunny Maad
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Michaela Pavlatova
Czech Republic, France,
Slovakia
81 min
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11:30 am 1:00 pm

Short Film Fiasco Promises Short Film
Competition q4AwLo ag9cq
2 3
ooVl oALoYI
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59 min Nicolas Khoury  Thomas Kruithof 74 min
Lebanon, France
Netherlands 98 min
70 min
A G Q BO

1:30 pm

poul udg)c

4:00 pm
Hive

Blerta Basholli
Kosovo, Switzerland,
Albania, Republic of
Macedonia | 84 min

7:00 pm

9:30 Pm

Prayers for the
Stolen

Jai (o 60a
Uglioll
Tatiana Huezo

Mexico, Germany, Brazil
110 min

Miracle
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Bogdan George Apetri
Romania, Czech Republic,
Latvia | 118 min
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A Chat Vera Dreams of Good Madam
@ibaja the Sea A 62w
U dai s
Wang Xide Kaltrina Krasniqi Jenna Cato Bass
China Kosovo, Albania, North South Africa
112 min Macedonia 92 min
87 min
G A +18 PG
3:30 pm 6:30 Pm 9:00 pm
Short Film Immaculate A Second Life
Competition 1 ol daab
oLV ddyluo
168l
64 min Monica Stan, George Anis Lassoued
Chiper-Lillemark Tunisia
Romania 93 min
114 min
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3:00 pm 6:00 pm 8:30 pm
Daughters Seven Dogs Abusaddam
wliy WAA A= olana oui
Nana Neul Rodrigo Guerrero Nadine Khan
Germany, ltaly, Greece Argentina Egypt
121 min 83 min 89 min
A Q G A Q G Q G

4:00 pm

6:30 pm  9:00 Pm

3:30 pm

Blue Moon

Competition §)ji o

6:30 Pm

Daughters of
Abdel Rahman
Uoapl are Wiy

Zaid Abu Hamdan
Jordan
118 min

7:00 pm

Next Door
JolaoJl JjioJl

B Opening Film
M International Competition
M International Panorama

BO BADGES
ONLY

PG PARENTAL
GUIDANCE

Our Men
LY}

B Special Screening

What Do We See
When We Look
at the Sky?
Loaic $ilalo
ol &laii
Sclowll

Alina Grigore
Romania

85 min

9:30 Pm

As Far as | can
Walk

Sabiwi Lo jadly
o.ul.oJl

Stefan Arsenijevic
Serbia, Luxembourg, France,

Bulgaria, Lithuania
92 min

A Q G

10:00 pm

Hinterland
a5t G halioll

B Midnight Screenings

M Critics' Week Competition

G GENERAL Q (Q&A) A mojio Gala
LIEST) Screenings
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30 Years On:

The visionaries behind ‘El Kit Kat' reflecton
its enduring legacy

= By Bahira Amin

It’s hard to believe that it’s been 30 years
since the release of Daoud AbdelSayed’s
era-defining film ‘El Kit Kat.” In September
1991, late actor Mahmoud Abdelaziz’s
blind but all-knowing, sly but tragic, Sheikh
Hosny burst onto cinema screens across
the country, surprising even the film’s
creators with its success.

Celebrating the film’s 30th anniversary,
CIFF held a riveting roundtable discussion
on 29 November. Visionary director Daoud
AbdelSayed shared the stage with the
film’s set designer Onsi Abou Seif, director
of photography Mohsen Ahmed, composer
Rageh Daoud, and actor Ahmed Kamal, as
well as film critic and discussion moderator
Mahmoud Abdel Shakour.

Abdel Shakour opened the discussion
with a small but telling question to the
audience: was anyone old enough to have
seen the film in cinemas? The filled-out
amphitheater collectively shook its head.
The audience of the panel was almost
entirely young, representative of a new
generation that is not only in tune with,
but inspired by, the years of cinema before
them. They sat in rapt attention, hanging
onto every word as the panel reflected on
the process of making the film so many
years ago.

Actor Ahmed Kamal, who played Suleiman

El Sayegh, spoke about AbdelSayed’s light
hand as a director. “There was trust in the
actors he had chosen; he would let us do
our thing and when he needed to, would
step in with one perfectly-crafted question
to guide us back where we needed to be.”

‘El Kit Kat’ is, fundamentally, an urban
ensemble drama, as much about the
neighborhood it’s named for as it is the
people who reside in it. But tellingly, it was
almost not named for the neighborhood at
all. AbdelSayed shared that he still believes
the original title, ‘Naked in the Crowd’
(‘Araya Fel Zeham’), is a more authentic
representation of the film. “In popular
neighborhoods like this, there’s nowhere
to hide. Everyone knows everything about
everyone. You open a window and you can
reach out to shake your neighbor’s hand;
the community is one.”

Claustrophobic, yes, but AbdelSayed

said he was also communicating
something liberating about the urban
fabric. When every secret is public
knowledge, an inevitable sympathy

takes hold of the community. And there
is a certain acceptance and belonging
in that. That's also the secret behind the
climactic scene of the movie: when Sheikh
Hosny airs everyone’s dirty laundry to the
neighborhood via a forgotten microphone,

there’s no resulting ostracism. Everyone’s
already naked.

One of this film’s other enduring legacies
is its set design, exemplified in the film’s
dedication “to the artist of Egyptian cinema,
Onsi Abou Seif,” Ahmed Kamal highlighted.
Abou Seif, the team reflected, studied the
neighborhood so rigorously that the scenes
shot in his constructed set blend seamlessly
with those shot in ‘El Kit Kat.” Audiences,
Abdel Shakour reflected, couldn’t tell which
was which, and were surprised to hear the
set design being celebrated when they
couldn'’t tell it was designed at all.

Meticulously constructed and artfully
directed, the film is above all, according to
AbdelSayed, a rumination on helplessness.
Sheikh Hosny is disabled but refuses
to accept it, Sherif Mounir's Youssef is
fundamentally passive, Aida Riad’s Fatma
is defined by frustrated desire. This is
exactly what legendary composer Rageh
Daoud emulated in the film’s iconic music,
in a visionary blend of instruments. “We
decided to blend the organ—with its rich,
dread-inducing sound associated with
hallowed halls—and its opposite, the light
gentle sound of the “oud.” Two very different
civilizations come together to exemplify the
central tension of the film: the pull between
helplessness and desire.”
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o} By Aya Refaat

The film ‘Daughters of Abdulrahman’
was received with huge excitement on 28
November as it made its world premiere as
part of the Cairo International Film Festival’s
International Competition. The screening was
followed by a Q&A, which was attended by
director Zaid Abu Hamdan; star and producer
of the film Saba Mubarak; and producers Aya
Wuhoush and Shahinaz Al Agqgad.

The film portrays the various forms of
injustice faced by Arab women in general and
Jordanian women in particular. During the
Q&A, a few male viewers even denounced
the fact that the film did not show any positive
models of eastern masculinity.

Saba Mubarak responded to these
remarks saying that there were in fact several
positively portrayed male characters, notably
the youngest sister, Khitam (Mariam Basha)’s
fiancé, who is shown to consistently support
and encourage his significant other. The
promise of a better generation to come is
embodied in the character of Ziad, a little boy
who works with the four protagonists’ father
and is portrayed as an ally to the sisters
throughout the events of the film.

Zaid Abu Hamdan further warned audience
members against judging the character
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of Abdulrahman. He is meant to portray a
hard-working father who is dealing with the
pressures imposed by society and tries to
show his love for his daughters as best as he
can.

The director went on to discuss the creative
process behind the film, which took him
five years to write. In devising the plot, the
director was inspired by his own experience
of witnessing the injustices suffered by the
women in his family. As such, he wished to
portray each woman’s unique character and
struggles, and shed light on a broad spectrum
of issues affecting Arab women while also
paying homage to the ways in which these
women stand up to patriarchy.

The director added that he was very pleased
with the audience’s interaction with the film
during this first screening, and was touched to
see some people moved to the point of tears.

For her part, actress and first-time producer
Mubarak said that while she did not expect the
film to become a commercial success, she was
very content to have it screened at the festival
so that it may be enjoyed by fellow flmmakers.
For this reason, she was very happy to see the
audience so enthusiastically engage with it.

Abu Hamdan further remarked that he does
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not intend for the film to incite women to hate
men, but to remind women that they are better
off alone than with a man who infringes on
their personal freedom.

Actor Khaled Al-Tarifi, who portrays
the titular Abdulrahman, spoke about his
experience of working on the film, and paid
tribute to all the women of the world for their
strength in facing prejudice.

Meanwhile, producer Shahinaz Al Akkad
spoke about her own enthusiasm for the
work, saying that she could see herself and
her own personal experiences in the story,
despite it being written by a man. The point
was reiterated by Mubarak, who added that
the works that move and ignite her passions
are the ones she is most eager to produce and
share with the world.

Lastly, producer Aya Wuhoush spoke at
her turn, saying that what motivated her to
take on this project was Abu Hamdan’s ability
to empathize with women characters and
truthfully portray their experiences.

The filmmakers concluded by announcing
that the film would participate in several more
festivals and expressed hope that audiences
would be just as enthusiastic during future
screenings.
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) By Adham Youssef

Thousands of Tunisians have died on
their way to Europe in the past ten years,
hoping for a better future or a fresh start.
In ‘A Second Life’ (2021), the protagonist
Gadeha’s father is among the scores
who have become no more than numbers
and pressure cards between Arab and
European countries over the years.

Anis Lassoued’s debut film is premiering
at the Cairo Film Festival in the “Horizons
of Arab Cinema” competition. The film
sheds light on the dynamic and the effect
of unorganized immigration, from the point
of view of a child.

The story begins with a poor child
from a broken family whose father has
disappeared at sea and the boy gets hit
by a car and is hospitalized. His mother
is unable to pay for the hospital fees. A
wealthy family offers to pay the expenses
on condition that Gadeha donates a kidney
to their sick child, Oussama. As a result,
Gadeha walks around with a scar on his
belly while his family gets taken care of in
a small house owned by their sponsors.
In exchange for his health, he is offered
wealth. With the promise of going to a
French speaking school and getting new

clothes, he does not know that he is
missing a kidney.

The fact that Gadeha’s mother finds
no solution other than selling her child’s
kidney in order to get a safe future, reflects
the status of thousands who are forced
into desperation. In that sense, Gadeha'’s
mother is no different from his father who
left them in debt hoping for another future.
Lassoued does not condemn the actions
of the parents but portrays them as the
consequences of policies that leave the
poor even poorer.

In a poignant scene, Gadeha asks one of
the members of the rich family if they too
had a revolution, showing the gap between
both classes. Nevertheless, Gadeha and
Oussama grow a friendship that reaches
its height when they find a brother in each
other. Though it quickly fails when they find
out about the deal that their parents made,
suggesting that class struggles ultimately
overshadow human relationships.

Distraught by this revelation, Gadeha
runs away. He finds himself on beach
where he collapses near the sea only to
be found by the coast guard. This scene
bears striking resemblance to the three-

year-old Syrian Alan Kurdi who, in 2015,
drowned in the Mediterranean. The picture
of a child washed ashore made global
headlines then, and today the film seems
to pay tribute to him through its critique of
unorganized immigration.

The performance ofthe child actor Yassine
Tormsi is remarkable in its presentation of
a disarrayed and confused youth. A youth
that can, due to many reasons, find refuge
in crime, abuse, unorganized immigration,
or even extremism.

‘A Second Life’ is a valuable addition to
the Arabic filmography because it not only
portrays, but also analyzes the problems of
a post-revolutionary Tunisian society.

A Second Life

Horizons of Arab Cinema Competition
Tunisia

Arabic

93 min

Director: Anis Lassoued

Screenplay: Chema Ben Chaabene,
Anis Lassoued

Screenings

Tuesday 30 November, 9:00pm, AUC,
Ewart Hall
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i by Maria K.

A widowed old man named Ernesto (Luis
Machin) is on the point of getting evicted from
his apartment in Cordoba; his neighbors cannot
tolerate the noise and filth coming from his
seven dogs anymore. If you ever had to deal
with a messy neighbor keeping a noisy dog,
you would wonder whose side you would take
in the conflict. But as we catch a glance of every
household behind the doors of the building, we
discover more room for kindness than we first
thought.

‘Seven Dogs’ (‘Siete Perros’), directed by
Rodrigo Guerrero, premiered at the 2021 CIFF
in the International Competition program on
Tuesday, 30 November at the Main Hall of the
Cairo Opera House. It is the fourth film of that
-39year-old Guerrero makes as a director.

Previously, he was nominated for the Audience
Choice Award at the Chicago International Film
Festival for his 2014 film ‘The Third One’ (‘El
tercero’). He also received the Golden Alhambra
at the Granada Film Festival Cines del Sur 2011
for ‘The Winter of the Odd Ones Out’ (‘El invierno
de los raros’) released the previous year. His
film ‘Venezia’ (2019) premiered worldwide at
the 73rd Edinburgh International Film Festival.
Guerrero studied Film and Television at the
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National University of Cordoba and obtained a
master’s degree in Audio-visual Script Creation
from the International University of La Rioja,
Spain.

In this film, the collection of seven shabby
creatures of different sizes and shapes looks
more like a bunch of stray dogs than pets, but
the lonely man pours all his love and life into
them. We closely see a lot of Ernesto’s daily
activities revolving around the dogs - eating,
washing, or sleeping together.

With dog food scattered across the floor,
howling at night and yes, the occasional
excrement here and there, a slight disgust
builds up gradually - but compassion grows,
too. You just can’t help but feel for this annoying
neighbor, his health problems and disarming
quiet charm. The main role is handled by Luis
Machin, a prominent Argentinean theater, film
and television actor. Machin has also appeared
in one of Guerrero’s films, ‘The Winter of the
Odd Ones Out’ (‘El invierno de los raros’.

Entangling the audience into the daily routine
of a small community of neighbors, the movie
keeps most of the action inside the building, so
we soon can make our way around. From the
terrace to the roof, we almost become one of the

neighbors. We gaze through half opened doors,
dimly lit interiors, cramped corridors, sounds of
other people’s lives coming through the walls -
someone fighting, someone playing piano. This
visual and sonic atmosphere creates pressure
that we too would like to resolve.

How can a single problem be solved
collectively in a small social group? Which
law should be called upon? What is the
responsibility of the members towards each
other? These are probably the questions the
director is exploring, as the dogs help people
to become more human. Spoiler alert - the film
leaves a lasting impression of hope and faith in
the best in people.

Seven Dogs

International Competition

Argentina

Spanish

83 minutes

Director: Rodrigo Guerrero

Screenplay: Paula Lussi

Screenings

Wednesday, 1 December, 9:30pm, Zamalek
Cinema 1
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i By Hani Mustafa

The ten-year war in the Balkans (1991
2001 -) is considered to be the deadliest
European conflict since WWII (- 1939
1945). Bloodshed, ethnic cleansing and
genocide accompanied the collapse of the
former Yugoslavia. It is not uncommon that
disastrous situations reveal tragic human
stories and that filmmakers might use these
elements to create strong and coherent
stories.

For example, last year’s Bosnian film
‘Quo vadis, Aida?’ (Jasmila Zbanic) depicts
the escalated situation that led to the
Srebrenica Massacre. It earned several
awards around the world, among them the
Audience Award in Rotterdam International
Film Festival, the best actress award and
the Golden Star of for the best film at El
Gouna Film Festival.

This year, Kosovan filmmaker Blerta
Basholli’'s debut film ‘Hive’, screened as
part of the out of competition section at the
CIFF, depicts one of the massacres that
took place in 1999 and 2000. It is set in the
Kosovan village of Krusha e Madhe, where
the Serbian forces killed hundreds of men
and male teenagers of Albanian ethnicity.

The filmmaker begins the story with its
protagonist Fahrije (Yllka Gashi) as she
searches among corpses for her husband’s
body. The script doesn’t investigate the
massacre, it only follows the deteriorating

financial situation that occurs due to the
husband’s absence.

Living with her disabled father-in-law Haxi
(Cun Lajci), and her two children, Fahrije
works in her husband’s hive to produce
honey, but the production is not sufficient
to cover the family’s expenses. So, she
convinces her col | eagues in the village
organization - one that helps widows and
those who've lost their family breadwinner -
to sell her production of “ajvar” (red pepper
sauce) in supermarkets.

Filmmaker and scr i ptwriter, Basholli,
manages to weave t he symbol of the
beehive into the story. Exactly like bees,
when they struggle to absorb the nectar
to create honey, the protagonist and her
friends combine their efforts to produce the
“ajvar,” packing it in jars and selling it to the
public.

The camera follows Fahrije in her
struggles, showing grimness over her face
and calmness in her reactions as she faces
a patriarchal society. While women in the
village are not supposed to drive cars, she
insists on learning and getting her license
to support her new business. The film
shows the villagers’ aggression when they
smash her car window, destroy some of her
jars, or when the red pepper seller sexually
harasses her.

But the protagonist bears all these

difficult circumstances, even dealing with
her unsympathetic teenage daughter.

Throughout the film, there remains
the unsettled situation of the missing
husband. Fahrije needs the help of an
organization charged with the search of
those missing after the massacre. She tries
to get her father-in-law Haxi’s DNA for the
investigation, but the father refuses hoping
that his son is still alive. “We won't kill him
by finding out,” Fahrije tries to explain to
him.

‘Hive’ is a beautiful film. Not only does it
portray the adversity of war and the losses
caused by bloodshed, but it is also about
trying and striving to achieve success
despite the consequences of war.

Hive

Out of Competition

Kosovo, Switzerland, Albania, Republic
of Macedonia
Albanian

84 minutes
Director and
Basholli’s
Screenings
Tuesday, 30 November, 4:00pm, Zamalek
Cinema

Saturday, 4 December, 7:30pm, Zamalek
Cinema

screenwriter: Blerta
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Daily Bulletin
by CIFF

3.00 pm 11.30 pm 6.30 pm ich-
Daughters Short Film Competition 2 Daughters of Abdel Rahman EngIISh Ianguage
Nana Neul 59 min Zaid Abu Hamdan
Germany, Italy, France Jordan : :
121 min 118 min Festival President
International Competition 1.00 pm Mohamed Hefzy
Fiasco 9.30 pm
Nicolas Khoury As Far as I Can Walk
6.00 pm Lebanon, Netherlands Stefan Arsenijevic The bulletin team
Seven Dogs 70 min Serbia, Luxembourg, France,
Rodrigo Guerrero Horizons of Arab Cinema Bulgaria, Lithuania
Argentina Competition 92 min Editor
83 min Official Selection Out of Competition .
International Competition Ati Metwaly
4.00 pm
Promises . .
8.30 pm Thomas Kruithof - - Assistant Editor
Abusaddam France anager Teater
Nadine Khan 98 min g Mona Sheded
Egypt International Panorama
89 min .
International Competition kg,?t‘i)“f,or Copy editor
6.30 pm Daniel Briihl Aida Youssef
Short Film Competition 3 USA, Germany
74 min 92 min

Zamalek cinema 2

Special Screenings

Contributors
Adham Youssef

9.00 3.30 pm . _
Kll;l:al\g:g;ore gurhlv{ellj Amina Abdel-Halim
5.00 3 achel Lang
A Ch[:tn Romania Belgium, France Aya Refaat
Wang Xide 85 min 107 min Bahira Amin
China Critics Week International Panorama .
112 min Hani Mustafa
International Panorama wl?altnll)lo T e T T Maria K.
7 lek ci Look at the Sky?
7.30 pm amalek cinema Alexandre Koberidze Photographers

Vera Dreams of the Sea

Germany, Georgia

Tv i e 150 min Muhammad Hamed
Kosovo, Albania, North 1.30 pm Official Sglectlon Out of Ali Tarek
Macedonia My Sunny Maad Competition )
87 min gimlﬁlla Pal;fll-étol;fz’l 500 Dania Ramy
o zech Republic, France, .00 pm .
S LIRS Slovakia Hinterland Mina Rabeh
81 min Stefan Ruzowitsky Ahmed Mahmoud
Special Screenings Austria, Luxembourg
10.00 pm b
Good Madam 99 min _ Mustafa Reda
Jenna Cato Bass 400 pm Midnight Screenings Samer Raafat
South Africa .
2 gll::ta Basholli Mohamed
e Kosovo, Switzerland, Mahaerm .
ﬁggs&zhgepubhc of Ewart Hall - AUC K?FO”GS YO%JSSIf
84 min Mina Ramsis
Official Selection Out of i
HANAGER CINEMA i 330 pm Hani Sayed
Short Film Competition 1 Eslam Mohamed
64 mi . .
min Micheleen Amir
7.00 pm 7.00 pm 6.30
A Woman Without Prayers for the Stolen Il'nmgglllla te
Restriction Tatiana Huezo N A i
Henry Barakat Mexico, Germany, Brazil Monlca Stan, George Chiper- Art Director .
Egypt 110 min Lilemark Mohamed Attia
110 min International Competition Stk
114 min
Official Selection Out of
9.30 pm Competiﬁon @
Miracle 9.00pm
Bogdan George Apetri : - inti
Romania, Czech Republic, A Second Life P rlntlng and .
Latvia Anis Lassoued implementation
118 min Junisia Elamal C
93 miin amal Company

International Competition

Horizons of Arab Cinema
Competition
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