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A journey Into the breaking of a psyche

LY

i By Donia Mounir

| Faust (Yo Fausto), a Mexican film by director
Julio Berthely, takes the audience on a
psychological trip, one that affects the viewers
hours after the movie has ended. The film talks
about Fausto, a young man who is trying to find
his place in the world, away from his suicidal
mother and his over bearing father. He leaves
to Barcelona where at first he seems to have
found happiness. Later on however, as he has
to move back to Mexico, he begins to break
down.

The cast — Christian Vazquez as the
protagonist; Amparo Barcia as his wife Carmen;
Carlos Aragon as Bael, the father; Adriana
Llabrés as Ana, Fausto’s first girlfriend — did
a wonderful job in portraying a dysfunctional
family and how their behavior affects their
offspring.

Fausto’s character reminds us of many people
from his generation, those who while trying to

LTS

| — ""'.-‘F.\'

L

discover who they are, are obliged to live under
the pressure of expectation from their families;
some run away.

Director Berthely puts a big stress on lighting
and sounds, using those components to
create mood changes, making the audience
experience what Fausto is going through.

When Fausto’s life is problem-free, the colors
are warmer yet once his life deteriorates, the
lighting starts feeling cold. The film also relies
on captivating scenery of both, Mexico and
Barcelona, images which in their beauty reflect
or contradict Fausto’s emotions. On the auditory
level, the director makes sure that the vibrations
coming from the speakers give you the same
anxiety that the characters go through.

After the film ended the director spoke about
the making of the film. When asked about how
the cast was able to portray the mental issues
with such perfection, Berthely said that the

cast spent months studying their characters,
mental illnesses, and that they also visited a
few psychiatric hospitals where they spoke with
the doctors in order to better understand the
characters.

When asked whether genetics were to blame
for Fausto’s psychosis (his mother was also
sick), the director replied by saying that there
are many people who have the readiness in
them to be affected by an iliness. In Fausto’s
case it was his decisions that broke him bit by
bit until he fully collapsed under the pressure.

I Faust (Yo Fausto)
INTERNATIONAL PANORAMA
Mexico

Fiction, 2019, Color, 120 min
Original Language: Spanish
Director: Julio Berthely
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= By Amina Abdel-Halim

Pawo Choyning Dorji's debut feature,
Lunana: A Yak in the Classroom (2019), is
a heartwarming homage to the people of the
titular Bhuthanese village, and the dedicated
students of the world’s most remote school.

The film was shot entirely on-location,
and with a cast of mostly non-professional
actors. In this charming drama, the villagers
of Lunana are featured as their lovely selves.
Prior to the making of the film, Doriji told Daily
Bhutan that some of them had never even
watched a movie.

Filmmaker and photographer Pawo
Choyning Doriji is a pioneer in Bhutan’s very
small film industry. His first feature follows a
young Bhutanese teacher, Ugyen (Sherab
Doriji), who is in his last year of mandatory
government service. While the young man
awaits nothing more than to be done with
teaching, which he admittedly does not enjoy,
an administrator informs him that he will be
transferred from the capital of Thimpu to the
remote village of Lunana in the Himalayas.

Bhutan is said to be the happiest nation in
the world, best known for its government’s
guiding philosophy: the maximization of
“Gross National Happiness” — to which the
filmmaker makes a few humorous nods.

Yet when Ugyen wakes up and rises off the
couch, to the sound of his grandmother’s
scorns and amidst a clustered room, the
protagonist looks anything but cheerful.

Like many young people, Ugyen is
disenchanted and feverish with dreams of
Western glamour. He is eager to finish his
government service and move to Australia,
where he hopes to follow his dreams of
becoming a famous musician.

After he learns of his imminent transfer,
Ugyen announces the news to his friends
over drinks the same evening. Sporting
a black leather jacket, hair spiked up a la
Elvis Presley, the young teacher climbs
up the stage for an impromptu singing
performance.

In his cosmopolitan world, everyone
speaks English. The bar he and his friends
frequent is no different from any bar in
Europe or the United States. This makes the
contrast all the more striking when he finds
himself thrust into the heart of the Himalayas.

The village is still a six-day hike away, but
his two Himalayan guides assure him, ‘it is
a stroll along the river” — it isn’t, and when
Ugyen points it out, his guides once again
reassure him “it will get easier in time.” These

words of wisdom are perhaps geared less at
the climb than they are at the teacher’s slow
adaptation to country life.

Numerous visual cues demonstrate the
striking difference between rural and urban:
Ugyen’s feet are clad in heavy hiking boots,
while one of his hosts affronts the rocks and
dust barefoot. The teacher hesitantly wipes
heavy layers of dust off the furniture in his
new home.

But what Ugyen soon comes to find is
that one thing transcends all differences
between him and the villagers: a love of
music. Through one special connection born
of shared passion, Ugyen learns to love his
country anew.

In this family-friendly tale, love, passion,
dedication, and tolerance arise as the most
sacred of values.

Lunana: A Yak in the Classroom
INTER ATIONAL COMPETITION
Bhutan

Fiction, 2019, Color, 110 min

Original Language: Dzongkha
Director: Pawo Choyning Dorji
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= By Shereen Abdo

A severe poverty where mice are a good day’s
catch for food is in fact a reality of Indian people
at the village where the events of Bhor take place.

Directed and co-written by Kamakhya Narayan
(alongside with Ranjan Chauhan and Bhasker
Vishwanathan), Bhor is the title of the Indian fiction
film screened within the International Panorama
of the Cairo International Film Festival.

Bhor —a Hindi word for the time of day when light
first appears in the sky, before the sun rises, or
simply a ‘dawn’ in English — represents a -16year-
old rural girl named Budhani (Saveree Gaur), who
decides to start her long fight against ages-long
solid traditions in a male dominated society.

Her first battle is against the arranged marriage
she was forced to accept. The husband, Sugan
(Devesh Ranjan) accepts the idea of Budhani’s
continuing school, but the drunken father-in-law
opposes. Luckily, Budhani’s fate is saved by
the blessings of the village’s rich governors (the
untouchables).

Howeer, Budhani’s ambition is even bigger. She
wants to raise the village from total poverty and
lack of hygiene, initiating building of the toilets.
Little did she know how this action would incite
a much larger campaign of men and women
standing against life’s deplorable conditions
attracting eyes of the media.

In one of the interviews, Kamakhya Narayan
reveals that his extensive travels, studies in Delhi
versus time he spent in India’s rural areas, his
knowledge of Musahar communities living in the
Indian state of Bihar, the film’s location, prompted
him to shed light on the many human sufferings.

However while Bhor reveals the unthinkable,
poverty, lack of sanitation, early marriages and
interrupted education, total neglect of human
rights, emotional and physical abuse, the
director hopes his film to be “a celebration of
the indomitable human spirit, of the dignity of
women and the pricelessness of human life. |
have poured my heart and soul into Bhor and |

hope | touch some corner of your hearts and
minds,” Kamakhya Narayan said during the 49th
International Film Festival of India (2018) where
Bhor premiered and was screened within the
Official  Selection.

Bhor (Dawn) was screened across several
international festivals, many dedicated to Indian
films, and won the Best Director award at Ottawa
Indian Film festival (2019). During the Cairo
International Film Festival, Bhor has its MENA
premiere.

Bhor

INTERNATIONAL PANORAMA

India

Fiction, 2018, Color, 90 min

Original Language: Hindi

Director: Kamakhya Narayan

Last screening:

29 November at 4pm at Cinema Karim 2.
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In conversation with The Barefoot
Emperor’s co-producer, Stefan Kitanov

“Let's hope The Barefoot Emperor IS not the
direction in which Europe Is headed.”

=} By Amina Abdel-Halim

The 2019 Belgian comedy film The Barefoot
Emperor was screened at the Cairo Opera
House on Thursday 28 November, as part of
the International Panorama program of the
41st Cairo International Film Festival. A Q&A
was held after the screening, with the film’s
co-producer, Stefan Kitanov.

Directed by Jessica Woodworth and Peter
Brosen,s The Barefoot Emperor is a sequel to
the couple’s 2016 hit mockumentary, King of
the Belgians.

In the 2019 sequel, audiences once again
follow the titular King on his misadventures,
as he learns from a phone call that the
Wallonians (inhabitants of the primarily
French-speaking  Southern  region  of
Wallonia), have declared independence. On
his way to save what remains of his Kingdom,
fictional monarch Nicolas Il (Peter Van den
Begin) is accidentally shot in Sarajevo,
during a ceremonial reenactment of the
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinant —
the catalyst for the First World War.

Not-so-incidentally, on waking up from
a three day long coma, the King finds that
Europe is no longer but a constellation of ultra-
nationalistic states, soon to be united under
the sceptre of a single “Emperor of Nova
Europa.” What’s more is he and his entourage
are housed in a strange sanatorium, on the
island that was once Yugoslav president

and revolutionary Josip Broz Tito’s summer
residence. The island was made famous by
the statesman’s prestigious array of guests
— Queen Elizabeth I, Yasser Arafat, Indira
Gandhi and Fidel Castro, to name a few —and
the ever-exotic variety of animals gifted to Tito
by his visitors.

Co-producer Stefan Kitanov explained
that the idea for King of the Belgians (2016)
actually came from a news article published
in The Times. The article recounted the
misfortunes of the Estonian president, who
was in Istanbul during the 2010 Icelandic
volcano eruption. Since all flights back to
his home country had been cancelled, the
Estonian leader was forced to embark on
a “presidential road trip” home. From there
came the idea for the 2016 mockumentary,
which follows a similar storyline.

This first film was supposed to end with the
Sarajevo shooting scene, but the directors
chose not to kill their protagonist — even
though, at the time, they had no idea that they
would be making a sequel. It was on a visit
to the Croatian island that the directorial duo
decided to embark on another adventure with
King Nicolas Il — from there was born The
Barefoot Emperor.

Kitanov was immediately eager to co-
produce the project, having previously
worked with Woodworth and Brosens (who

were the main producers of the film). He
noted in particular the couple’s efficiency in
balancing their creative role as directors with
their more pragmatic responsibilities, saying
“their working process was flexible, and the
directors in them would want to make changes
to the script every day; but the producers in
them would make sure that those changes do
not exceed the budget.”

Woodworth and Brosens’ eclectic film brings
in elements of dystopian science fiction,
political thriller, and comedy. In The Barefoot
Emperor, past, present, and future to meet
to provide a humorous yet timely reminder
of Europe’s old ills, and warn against the
dangerous trajectory in which it is headed at
present.

With regards to the choice of a Belgian King
as the protagonist, Kitanov explained that it
was simply because the directors are Belgian,
and so were most familiar with Belgium
and most intrigued in exploring what would
happen if the country were to be split in two.

All the more, Belgium is the heart of the
European Union, and a fracture within this
country would likely reverberate all across
the continent. When asked whether the
film was a foreshadowing of days to come,
Kitanov simply said “let’s hope [The Barefoot
Emperor] is not the direction in which Europe
is headed.”
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i By Mona Essam

In a Q&A following the screening of her film,
Khartoum Offside, director Marwa Zein explained
the challenges she faced in directing the film,
saying “unfortunately, Sudan suffers from many
different issues, and women’s involvement in
sports is not widely accepted, nor is the presence
of cameras in public spaces. When | began
filming, producer Abdallah Othman and | were
arrested for filming a group of girls playing football
— a seemingly impossible thing to do, but one we
made happen nonetheless.”

The film chronicles the struggle of a group of
Sudanese girls trying to form an all-female national
football team, and shows how their efforts are met
with strong disapproval from society.

The director recounted how the idea for the film
came into being, “the idea for the film came from
a phone call | received from a friend of mine in
Sudan, who established an organization called
Ro’ya (Vision) and wanted to create a short five
minute film about football in Sudan. | travelled to
Sudan to work on this project, initially intending to
stay for one week. Yet | found myself so fascinated

that | went on to create the feature length film
Khartoum Offside, which took four and a half years
to make.”

Zein further added, “filming was not the
only challenge, funding was an issue as well.
Unfortunately, in Sudan there are no cultural
organizations that provide funding to artists.
Therefore, | turned to international funding, namely
the Amsterdam Documentary Film Festival. | also
received small grants from a number of other
entities, but ultimately | chose to fund most of the
project out of pocket in order to retain as much
creative control as possible.”

The director also explained why she chose to
work without a director of photography, saying “the
film is very personal. In order to create this film, |
had to live with the girls in their natural environment.
Therefore, dus to the personal nature of the project,
| chose to direct and film it myself rather than hire
a director of photography.” Zein also said she was
pleased to have her film make its international
debut at the Cairo International Film Festival, and
happy to see that the festival direction was paying

mind to important social issues such as those
highlighted in her work.

The lives of the girls shown in Khartoum Offside
also light on the broader social issues plaguing the
nation at large. Zein explained that “Sudan as a
country is completely different from Egypt. It is a
complex country, and used to be one of the largest
and wealthiest on the African continent before the
secession. Several of the girls | worked with came
from areas of conflict like Darfur and Nuba, one
came from a place divided between North and
South Sudan. Due to socio political circumstances,
those girls found themselves forced to live on the
outskirts of the capital city, Khartoum, hence the
titted Khartoum Offside.” Most importantly, she
noted, “despite their difficult circumstances, those
girls have a hope, a will to live and to fulfill their
dreams.”

Lastly, Zein expressed great satisfaction at the
recent success of Sudanese films, especially the
films You Will Die at Twenty (2019, dir. Amjad Abu
Alala) and Talking About Trees (2019, dir. Suhaib
Gasmelbari).
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cinema Is my passion:

o} Interview by Adham Youssef

The Cairo International Film Festival
honoured on Wednesday American actor,
painter and producer Billy Zane (William
George Zane Jr.). He is best known for his
villainous role as Caledon Hockley in the
epic romantic disaster film Titanic (1997).

His other films include Back to the
Future (1985) and its sequel Back to the
Future Part 1l (1989), Dead Calm (1989),
the television series Twin Peaks (1991),
Tombstone (1993), Demon Knight (1995),
The Phantom (1996) and the video game
Kingdom Hearts (2002).

The festival bulletin interviewed Zane to
stand on his various opinions on acting, his
latest works, and his honouring at Cairo.
This is your first time in Cairo. How
was your experience so far and what
do you think of the honouring given
to you by the Cairo International Film
Festival?

May you enter every city as an honouree.
It is an honour considering the impact of
Egyptian cinema on the world and the fact
that the festival is a well-respected festival
and that it is in its 41st year. It is very
touching and moving; an incredible point of
entry for a foreigner who is in the first visit.
It was very interesting not only because of
the history which shaped the world but also
because the cinema in which Egyptians
have been very successful.

You have been honoured in Greece

at the fourth Art Thessaloniki
International Contemporary Art Fair
early this month and now you are being
honoured in Egypt. Given the fact that
you are Greek, do you feel you are re-
exploring your Mediterranean side?

Being celebrated in these two significant

countries who have great civilizations
which contributed to everything and to
human experience, and who have been
friends, enemies, and friends... It is a huge
honour. And as a Greek, | was very happy
to be back.

As a Greek do you often go back and
visit your hometown?

My family is from Sparta, and some of my
family members still live in Greece. As a
Greek citizen, | go there for a holiday and
for work. | can understand he language
very well. | have actually acted in ancient
Greek which is more difficult. It was film
called Evil: In the Time of Heroes and it
was a 2009 Greek zombie horror film,
which uses mythology and history to reflect
on modern-day context. As the film genre
is horror, it did ok. But it was screened
during times of austerity.

Can you tell us more about your role
in your new film The Great War (2019)
which was screened in the cinema
recently? And what other projects are
you currently working on?

| play a military officer in WW1. The Great
War follows a unit of African American
soldiers and how noble they were when
fighting in Europe even after the official
end of the war. It takes place in this no
man’s land in a period where brutal things
were happening.

Another project | am working on
is a series named Curfew, cable TV
production created by Matthew Read
Starring Adam Brody and Sean Bean. It
is a very 1980s genre. | play an American
psychologist who rebels against the
imposing of the curfew that has been
implemented to protect the population

from an unstoppable virus of unknown
origin. As the virus is sweeping across
the United Kingdom, a totalitarian
government imposes a curfew in which
anyone caught out between 7pm and 7am
is put into quarantine, if not worse. Curfew
focuses on a few lucky groups that are
offered an opportunity to compete in an
illegal -1,000kilometre street race where
the finish line ends in the ultimate prize: a
sanctuary. | play a character named Joker
Jones who enters the race. The series is
loaded with action, comedy, and drama.
You have played roles in big Hollywood
productions, as well as independent
films and underground project. What
are the criteria that you look for when
choosing a script to work in?

| like experimenting. | try to ‘ship away’
from the common perspective, looking
at scripts that allow us to give things a
second glance. But mainly | am grounded
in comedy, no matter how many villains |
play.

| also look for cause-based scripts that
can make a difference, like a climate
change, women’s rights, how to fix the
men so you don’t have the problems
with women’s rights. | like to work on the
foundation. Speaking of which, an example
of that is the Egyptian film Cairo 678,
which dealt with what | think is a universal
epidemic. My feeling is that these causes
should be put in delivery systems that are
attractive to people, like films or gaming.
Also, | like to mine uncommon territory
doing it in a way which allows us to digest
issues and fundamentally look at ways to
create roadmaps: that is where cinema is
most noble.
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